NO SEASON BETTER
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The benchmark for a good season, battimgrage wise, is 300A great hitter hits 400.Most
people know the statistic: Ted Williams svéne last 400 hitter406 in 1941.Each year, excitement
is rampant as a player or two toys with the magic 400 level, before usually collapsinegsiealsoa.

But how would one gauge "the best seaso8tffe, one could rank annual batting championd, an
search for the highest averagehat'd be easymaybe even right.

This analysis, based on data from Retrosheet, suggests the 1920 season of George Sisler stands
above all others.
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Clearly, by the table, Nap
Lajoie's 426  average
makes this the best hitting
season, followed by the
great Rogers Hornsby at
424, and GeorgeiSer and
Ty Cobb, each with 42
seasonsBut is this right?

Has a 400 hitter wht 400
at-bats, for example, had a
better season than a player
hitting 380 with 600 at
bats? As note above,
several players have flirted
with the magical "400",
only to fall off as the
season progresseds our
400 hitter above any
different? These are mly
two variables average and
# of atbats. Surely, there
are others: ofbase %,
slugging %, homeuns,
etc.

Let's assume, for this sake
of this argument, I'm
interested only in batting
average. Wouldn't it be
neat, before answering the
question abo® of who's
best, to look at the
performance of all batters
over the years?That is,
plot all players' statistics.

But to make sure the data
is not skewed by a player
getting 10 hits in 20 at
bats. let's limit the number
of atbats: choose a
random number50.



